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(57) A handle assembly comprises two 
platelike portions 10 for attach merit to 
(e.g.) a bag 40 in such a manner that 
they can be moved into overlying 
relationship. The portions provide a 
handgrip 16 and have complementary 
portions which can releasably engage 
in the overlying relationship (to close 
the bag). Hook means 26 serve for 
suspending the bag within a 
supermarket trolley. 
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SPECIFICATION 

Handle assembly and bag including it 

5 The present invention relates to a handle assem- 
bly, particularly for a bag such as a shopping bag, 
and to a bag assembly including such a handle as- 
sembly. It is particularly applicable to a bag 
adapted for use with a supermarket trolley. 

10 According to the present invention in a first as- 
pect there is provided a handle assembly compris- 
ing a pair of platelike handle portions each having 
an attachment portion and a shaped, e.g. aper- 
tured, portion which provides a handgrip; the han- 

15 die portions being attachable via their attachment 
portion to respective spaced portions of an article 
which can be flexed to bring the handle portions 
into overlying relationship with their handgrips in 
register; the two handle portions having comple- 

20 mentary portions which are releasably engageable 
to hold them in overlying relationship. 

Suitably one handle portion has means defining 
a pair of opposed channels, and the other is slida- 
bly engageable therein. Alternatively they may en- 

25 gage on being pressed together, e.g. by means of 
snap-engaging lugs, or hook-and-eye fabric such 
as Velcro (trademark). 

Preferably there are hook means for suspending 
the article, e.g. from the sides of a supermarket 

30 trolley. 

These may be fast with one, or preferably both, 
of the handle portions. Alternatively there could be 
separate hook means for attachment to the article. 

The attachment portions (and those of the hook 
35 means, if separate) may be attachable to the article 
by stitching, stapling, or adhesion. To facilitate 
techniques such as stitching they may be of thin- 
ner material than the handgrip-providing portions, 
which may be relatively thick at least in part, so as 
40 to permit comfortable gripping. 

In suitable cases the handle portions (and/or sep- 
arate hook means) could be integral parts of the 
article. 

In a second aspect the invention provides a 
45 shopping bag having a handle assembly according 
to the first aspect. Such a bag may be dimen- 
sioned so as to fit within a conventional supermar- 
ket trolley. Preferably there are said hook means 
extending from two opposite faces of the bag, 
50 whereby it can be suspended within the trolley 
from the sides thereof. The bag may be foldable 
into a small volume and stowed in a pouch. A suit- 
able material of high strength is sold under the 
trademark Reedex-F, and is a layered polyethene. 
55 Other materials, e.g. woven polyethenes, may also 
be used. 

Some embodiments will now be exemplified 
with reference to the accompanying drawings in 
which: 

60 Figure 1 is a front elevation of one handle por- 
tion of an assembly embodying the invention; 

Figures 2 and 3 are sections on line ll-ll and Ill-Ill 
in Fig. 1; 

Figure 4 Is a front elevation on a smaller scale of 
65 a bag; and 



Figure 5 is a detail of a view from beneath of a 
further embodiment. 

The illustrated handle assemblies each comprise 
a pair of similar but not identical handle portions, 
70 suitably formed from a strong plastics material e.g. 
high density polyethene. The illustrated handle 
portion 10 is an approximately rectangular, gener- 
ally platelike moulding, having a thin attachment 
portion 12 adjacent its bottom edge. The remain- 
75 der is rather thicker, and is penetrated by an elon- 
gate transverse aperture 14. The portion 16 above 
this serves as a handgrip, and preferably has 
rounded edges 18,20 and corners 22. From the 
lower edge 24 of the aperture 14 a pair of hooked 
80 tongues 26 extend forwardly and downwardly. At 
the side edges L-shaped wall portions 28 extend 
rearwardly to define, with the body of the handle 
portion 10, opposed open-mouthed channels 30. 
The other handle portion is also as shown in 
85 Figs. 1 and 2 but with the omission of the wall por- 
tions 28. It is dimensioned so that it can be slid 
into overlying relationship with the first handle 
portion 10, with marginal portions engaged in the 
channels 30. In this configuration the apertures 14 
90 and handgrip portions 16, which are identical, are 
in register, so that the whole assembly constitutes 
a single comfortable handle. 

Instead of channels for sliding engagement, one 
handle portion 10 may have pairs of resilient de- 
95 tent lugs 50 (Fig. 5) such that the other handle por- 
tion can snap-engage behind them when the two 
handle portions are pushed together. 

The handle portions may be attached by sewing 
through their attachment portions adjacent the 
100 mouth of a bag 40 at respective opposed positions. 
A bag of Reedex-F can be capacious but light and 
foldable, and a wallet for stowage may be pro- 
vided. The bag is dimensioned so that it can be 
slung inside a conventional supermarket trolley 
105 with the tongues 26 of the (mutually detached) 
handle portions hooked over the top of the trolley. 
Two such bags can be fitted to a trolley, and sub- 
stantially fill it. Once a bag has been filled, engage- 
ment of the two handle portions closes it and 
1 1 0 makes it easier to carry. 

Instead of, or in addition to, the hooked tongues 
26 fast with the handle portions 10, there may be 
hook means 42 attached separately to the bag 40. 
While the preferred embodiments have been de- 
115 scribed, it will be appreciated that much variation 
is possible The mode of engagement of the handle 
portions may be different, e.g. employing Veicro 
(trade mark) strips on handle portions which in this 
case can be identical plastics mouldings. The utility 
120 of handles with associated hook means is not re- 
stricted to shopping or other bags, nor to pairs of 
handle portions which are mutually engageable. 

CLAIMS 

125 

1. A handle assembly comprising a pair of 
platelike handle portions each having an attach- 
ment portion and a shaped portion which provides 
a handgrip; the handle portions being attachable 
130 via their attachment portion to respective spaced 
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portions of an article which can be flexed to bring 
the handle portions into overlying relationship with 
their handgrips in register; the two handle portions 
having complementary portions which are releasa- 
5 bly engageable to hold them in overlying relation- 
ship; the assembly further including hook means 
for suspending the article. 

2. A handle assembly according to claim 1 
wherein one handle portion has means defining a 

10 pair of opposed channels, and the other is slidably 
engageable therein. 

3. A handle assembly according to claim 1 
wherein at least one handle portion has at least 
one opposed pair of detent lugs by which the other 

15 handle portion is releasably engageable on press- 
ing the portions together. 

4. A handle assembly according to any preced- 
ing claim wherein respective hook means are pro- 
vided on each handgrip portion. 

20 5. A handle assembly substantially as any de- 
scribed herein with reference to and as illustrated 
in the accompanying drawings. 

6. A bag comprising a flexible bag portion and 
a handle assembly according to any preceding 

25 claim, the handle portions being provided at op- 
posed regions of the bag portion. 

7. A bag substantially as any described herein 
with reference to and as illustrated in the accom- 
panying drawings. 



Printed in the UK for HMSO, D83 18935. 2.85, 7102. 

Published by The Patent Office, 25 Southampton Buildings, London, 

WC2A 1AY, from which copies may be obtained. 



12/24/04, EAST Version: 2.0.1.4 



• 



DERWENT-ACC-NO: 1985-101151 

DERWENT-WEEK: 198517 

COPYRIGHT 2004 DERWENT INFORMATION LTD 

TITLE: Handle for shopping bag - has hand grip forming plates 

selectively held together by hooked pile fastener 
material 

INVENTOR: WILKINS, S P 

PATENT-ASSIGNEE: WILKINS P S[WILKI] 

PRIORITY-DATA: 1983GB-0025234 (September 21 , 1983) , 1984GB-0023640 

(September 

19, 1984) 

PATENT-FAMILY: 

PUB-NO PUB-DATE LANGUAGE PAGES MAIN- 

IPC 

GB 2146615 A April 24, 1985 N/A 004 N/A 

APPLICATION-DATA: 

PUB-NO APPL-DESCRIPTOR APPL-NO APPL-DATE 

GB2146615A N/A 1 984GB-0023640 September 19, 

1984 

INT-CL (IPC): B65D033/06 



ABSTRACTED-PUB-NO: GB 21 4661 5A 
BASIC-ABSTRACT: 

The handle comprises a pair of handle plates (10) each having an 
attachment 

portion and a shaped portion which provides a handgrip (16). The handle 
portions are attachable via their attachment portion to respective spaced 



12/24/04, EAST Version: 2.0.1.4 



portions of an article which can be flexed to bring the handle portions into 
overlying relationship with their handgrips in register. 

The two handle portions having complementary portions which are 
releasably 

engageable to hold them in overlying relationship. Hooks (26) suspend the 
article. 

CHOSEN-DRAWING: Dwg.1/4 

TITLE-TERMS: HANDLE SHOPPING BAG HAND GRIP FORMING PLATE 
SELECT HELD HOOK PILE 
FASTEN MATERIAL 

DERWENT-CLASS: Q32 



SECONDARY-ACC-NO: 

Non-CPI Secondary Accession Numbers: N1 985-075903 



12/24/04, EAST Version: 2.0.1.4 



This Page is Inserted by IFW Indexing and Scanning 
Operations and is not part of the Official Record 

BEST AVAILABLE IMAGES 

Defective images within this document are accurate representations of the original 
documents submitted by the applicant. 

Defects in the images include but are not limited to the items checked: 

□ BLACK BORDERS 

□ IMAGE CUT OFF AT TOP, BOTTOM OR SIDES 

□ FADED TEXT OR DRAWING 

□ BLURRED OR ILLEGIBLE TEXT OR DRAWING 

□ SKEWED/SLANTED IMAGES 

□ COLOR OR BLACK AND WHITE PHOTOGRAPHS 

□ GRAY SCALE DOCUMENTS 

□ LINES OR MARKS ON ORIGINAL DOCUMENT 

t 

/ 

E) REFERENCE(S) OR EXHIBIT(S) SUBMITTED ARE POOR QUALITY 

□ OTHER: ; 

IMAGES ARE BEST AVAILABLE COPY. 
As rescanning these documents will not correct the image 
problems checked, please do not report these problems to 
the IFW Image Problem Mailbox. 



